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MSAN Student Conference Host Districts

Cleveland Heights-University Heights and
Shaker Heights City School Districts, OH
Ann Arbor Public Schools, Ann Arbor, Ml
Evanston Township High School District
202 and Oak Park & River Forest High
School District 200, IL

Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools,
Chapel Hill, NC

Princeton Public Schools, Princeton, NJ
Cambridge Public Schools, Cambridge, MA
Green Bay Area Public Schools, Green
Bay, WI

Arlington Public Schools, Arlington, VA
Madison Metropolitan School District,
Madison, WI

Evanston Township High School District
202 and Oak Park & River Forest High
School District 200, IL

Bedford Central School District, Mount
Kisco, NY

Columbia Public Schools, Columbia, MO
Paradise Valley Unified School District,
Phoenix, AZ

2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024

2025

2026

Amherst-Pelham Regional Schools,
Amherst, MA

Farmington Public Schools, Farmington, M
Verona Area School District, Verona, WI
Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools,
Chapel Hill, NC

Cleveland Heights-University Heights
City School District, University Heights, OH
The Public Schools of Brookline,
Brookline, MA

Middleton-Cross Plains Area School
District, Middleton, W]

Virtual

Virtual

Virtual

Sun Prairie Area School District, Sun
Prairie, WI

East Lansing Public Schools, East
Lansing, Ml

Alexandria City Public Schools,
Alexandria, VA

Shaker Heights City School District,
Shaker Heights, OH

The 2026 MSAN Student Conference Planning Team
wishes to thank...

+ Cleveland State University: Alicia Andrews,
Coordinator of Campus Visits

« The Rock & Roll Hall of Fame and Museum of
Cleveland: Jason Hanley, VP of Education and
Visitor Engagement; Kathryn Clusman, Director of
Education and Community Engagement

+ Our esteemed speakers and performers: Sandra

Roach, the MSAN alumni panel, DJ Steven Adams

+ Shaker Heights City Schools: The Shaker Heights
City Schools Board of Education members;
Dr. David Glasner, Superintendent; Holly
McCormick, Executive Director of the Shaker
Schools Foundation; and all of the volunteers who
gave their time and energy to make this conference
a success!
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Welcome to the 2026 MSAN Conference

Changing the Narrative: Today’s Students, Tomorrow’s Leaders
Dear MSAN students, educators, and guests,
Welcome to Cleveland, Ohio, and to the 2026 Multicultural Student Achievement Network Conference!

We are honored to welcome students and educators from across the country to a city shaped by diversity,
resilience, creativity, and that has a long history of people coming together to create change.

Cleveland is a city with various stories to tell. From its culturally rich neighborhoods and institutions, to its history

as a center of industry, music, art, and social movements, Cleveland has continually evolved through the people
who call it home. Our city reminds us that a community’s future is shaped by the voices and actions of the people
within it. Historically, Cleveland is home to people of several different backgrounds and ethnicities; Latinx, Asians,
African-Americans, Eastern Europeans and ltalians, to name a few. However, redlining and segregation still continue
to impact the city to this day, leaving several communities of people of color not only isolated from opportunities
and resources, but in worse living conditions than their non-POC counterparts. This is one of many reasons why this
year's theme, “Changing the Narrative: Today’s Students, Tomorrow’s Leaders,"” is so meaningful.

As students, we are often described by statistics, assumptions, or narratives created by others. MSAN gives us the
opportunity to challenge those narratives and create our own. We are not simply the leaders of tomorrow. We are
advocates, innovators, organizers, scholars, creators, and leaders today.

Throughout this conference, we encourage you to ask difficult questions, celebrate your identity and experiences,
build connections across communities, and imagine what is possible when students are given the opportunity to
lead.

As you explore Cleveland, we hope you see more than a city. We hope you see a place that reflects the power of
communities to grow, overcome challenges, and create something better. Most importantly, we hope you recognize
that the same power exists within each of you.

Your voice matters. Your perspective matters. Your story matters.

Welcome to Cleveland. Welcome to MSAN. And welcome to a space where we have the power to change the
narrative.

Today’s Students. Tomorrow’s Leaders.

With pride and excitement,
The 2026 MSAN Student Conference Planning Team



ANOTE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SHAKER HEIGHTS CITY
SCHOOL DISTRICT

m. :

Dear MSAN Students and Chaperones,

Welcome to the 2026 Multicultural Student Achievement Network (MSAN)
Annual Student Conference, here in Northeast Ohio.

This year's theme, “Changing the Narrative: Today’s Students,
Tomorrow'’s Leaders,” reminds us that your experiences, perspectives and
voices shape conversations, challenge assumptions and contribute to positive
change in your schools and communities. This means that you have the power
to make our world better today, even as you are preparing to be the leaders of
the future.

| encourage you to make the most of this experience over the next three days. Listen to perspectives
that may be different from your own. Ask questions. Build new relationships. Be curious, be open to new
possibilities and consider how you can use what you learn when you return home.

You will also have the opportunity to identify a challenge in your school community and develop an
action plan to address it. As you think about that work, remember that meaningful progress often
begins with recognizing a challenge and having the courage to imagine something better.

| hope you leave MSAN with new connections and a renewed understanding of the difference you can
make. Take what you learn here back to your schools and communities and continue changing the
narrative.

On behalf of the Shaker Heights Schools, welcome to MSAN. We are excited you are here and look
forward to seeing your leadership in action!

Sincerely,

David Glasner, Ed.D.

President, MSAN Governing Board of Superintendents
Superintendent, Shaker Heights Schools

cHANG'NG THE NARRA'nvE
‘*'

TODAY’S TOMORROW’S
/ STUDENTS LEADERS \




WELCOME FROM MSAN'S EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear MSAN scholars, advisors, and friends,
Welcome to Ohio and the 2026 MSAN Student Conference!

I am thrilled to welcome you to what | know will be an impactful, meaningful,
and memorable experience. We are incredibly grateful to Dr. David Glasner,
Shaker Heights City Schools, and the entire Shaker Heights planning team for
welcoming us to their community and working throughout the year to create a
fun, engaging, and exciting conference for all of you.

Thank you to each of you for your commitment to making schools better for all
students, especially students of color who continue to face some of the most
significant challenges in our schools. Your willingness to come together, share your experiences, and
work toward meaningful change is at the heart of what MSAN is all about. Our work is more important
than ever.

This conference is your time to connect, learn, reflect, and strategize. We hope you take full advantage
of everything planned for you.

Our theme, selected by our student planning team, "Changing the Narrative: Today’s Students,
Tomorrow'’s Leaders,” challenges every MSAN scholar to embrace a different story about yourself,
about your peers, and about what is possible in your school and community. We look to all of you to
shepherd us into a more hopeful and bright future where each one in our community has a place.

While there will be many exciting moments throughout the conference, the most important work
you will do is developing your district’s action plan. | cannot wait to see the ideas, solutions, and
commitments that emerge from each of your teams.

| also want to extend a special thank you to our MSAN advisors. Your presence and leadership are
essential to the success of this conference and, even more importantly, to the growth and development
of our students. Thank you for believing in them, creating space for their voices, and providing your
continued and unwavering support of this work.

MSAN believes deeply in the power of students as partners in creating better schools. Over the next
few days, | hope you recognize that power in yourselves and in one another.

With appreciation and excitement,

Latoya Holiday
MSAN Executive Director
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2026 MSAN Student Conference
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Changing the Narrative: Today’s Students, Tomorrow's Leaders

Wednesday, November 4, 2026

3:30-5:30 p.m.
5:30-7:00 p.m.
7:00-8:00 p.m.
8:00-9:00 p.m.

9:00-10:00 p.m.
10:00-10:30 p.m.
10:30 p.m.

Registration Atrium
Welcome, Dinner, Land Acknowledgement Ballroom IV, V, VI
Keynote Speaker Ballroom IV, V, VI
District/ Team Group Activities Ballroom IV, V, VI
Chaperone Orientation Ballroom | & I
Roll Call of MSAN Districts Ballroom IV, V, VI
Late Night Snacks Ballroom IV, V, VI

Return to hotel rooms (lights out at 11:00 p.m.)

Thursday, November 5, 2026

7:30-8:30 a.m.
8:30-9:00 a.m.
9:00-9:10 a.m.
9:10-9:30 a.m.
9:30-9:40 a.m.
9:40-11:00 a.m.
11:00-11:20 a.m.
11:20-11:30 a.m.

11:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

12:00-12:45 p.m.
1:00-1:50 p.m.
1:50-3:00 p.m.
3:00-3:45 p.m.
3:45-5:30 p.m
5:30-6:30 p.m.
6:30-8:00 p.m.
8:00-10:00 p.m.
10:00-10:30 p.m.
10:30 p.m.

H

Breakfast Ballroom IV, V, VI
Bus to Cleveland State University

Check-in Berkman Auditorium
Cleveland State Welcome & Presentation Berkman Auditorium
Dismiss into specific tours

Cleveland State University Tours

Shop in Viking Outfitters

Walk to Fenn Tower Ballroom

Lunch & Mini Campus Fair Fenn Tower Ballroom
Bus to Rock & Roll Hall of Fame

Watch The History of Hip Hop Documentary

Rock & Roll Hall of Fame

Bus to Marriott Hotel

Break and Refresh

Dinner Ballroom IV, V, VI
MSAN Alumni Panel Ballroom IV, V, VI
MSAN'’s Got Talent Ballroom IV, V, VI
Late Night Snacks Ballroom IV, V, VI

Return to hotel rooms (lights out at 11:00 p.m.)



Friday, November 6, 2026

7:30-8:30 a.m. Breakfast Ballroom IV, V, VI
8:30-9:00 a.m. Overview of the Day Ballroom IV, V, VI
9:00-10:30 a.m. Keynote: Sandra Roach Ballroom IV, V, VI
10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Student Action Planning See breakout rooms below
12:00-1:00 p.m. Lunch & YPAR Overview Ballroom IV, V, VI
1:00-4:00 p.m. Student Action Planning See breakout rooms below
4:00-6:00 p.m. Action Plan Presentations and Gallery Walk Ballroom IV, V, VI
6:00-7:00 p.m. Dinner Ballroom IV, V, VI
7:00-7:30 p.m. Break and Refresh
7:30-10:00 p.m. Dance Ballroom IV, V, VI

Choice Room
9:30-10:00 p.m. Late Night Sundae Bar Ballroom IV, V, VI
10:30 p.m. Return to hotel rooms (lights out at 11:00 p.m.)

Saturday, November 7, 2026
8:00-9:30 a.m. Breakfast, Evaluations, and Closing Reflections Ballroom IV, V, VI

9:30 a.m. Farewells and Departures

Student Action Planning Breakout Rooms
Friday 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m., 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Ballroom |, Il
Geauga



Conference Expectations & Responsibilities

Congratulations on being selected as a delegate from your school district for the MSAN Student Conference! You
are joining a community of MSAN scholars from around the country who are working to advance educational equity
in their school districts.

Each year, students just like you help design the MSAN Student Conference. Support their leadership by reviewing
the guidelines for behavior, dress code guidelines, and other conference details.

Planning, Preparation, Perfection

+  Read this document with your chaperones, your family, and the other student delegates from your school
district.

+  The planning committee has selected several readings and materials for your team to review and reflect on
before arrival at the conference. These required materials can be downloaded from
msan.wcer.wisc.edu/student-conference.

Dress Code Guidelines for Students and Chaperones

The suggested dress code guidelines for the conference range from casual to business casual:

BUSINESS CASUAL ATTIRE FOR CONFERENCE EVENTS OUTSIDE OF THE HOTEL

Casual dress shirts, such as button-downs or polos. No t-shirts with advertisements or slogans that
wouldn't be okay in school.

Skirts, dresses, capris, dress shorts, business casual pants (for example, khakis). Jeans are not
recommended.

Wear comfortable shoes for the campus visit - extensive walking is required. Flip-flops are NOT
recommended.

CASUAL ATTIRE FOR CONFERENCE EVENTS INSIDE THE HOTEL

All participants should wear clothing that will allow for comfortable movement.

Shorts or skirts should be mid-thigh or longer. Sheer clothing requires appropriate under layers. Pants or jeans
should fit comfortably; belt loose-fitting pants/shorts. Gym shoes are okay.

Please remember to check the weather forecast to ensure you are dressed appropriately. Autumn weather in
Cleveland can be unpredictable and can change very quickly. Rain and snow are a distinct possibility. We will also be
touring a college campus, which will require extensive walking. Make sure to wear appropriate footwear
(flip-flops are NOT recommended).



MSAN Student
Conference Delegate
Agreements

MSAN Student Conference delegates agree
to use technology appropriately during the
conference. DO post appropriate conference
updates on social media, and tag @msan.uw.
DON'T use your phone or device in a way
that takes away from your experience,

the experience of other delegates, or the
experiences of our guest speakers.

MSAN Student Conference delegates agree
to a strict no alcohol, tobacco, or other drug
policy during the entire conference.

MSAN Student Conference delegates agree
to socialize only in public spaces. Conference
delegates are NEVER allowed to socialize in
each other’s rooms. Outside guests are not
permitted at the conference. Family members
who attend the conference need to register
with MSAN as official conference volunteers.

MSAN Student Conference delegates agree
to cooperate with all reasonable requests
made by adults affiliated with the conference.

MSAN Student Conference delegates agree
to follow all curfew rules.

MSAN Student Conference delegates

agree to keep shared spaces (e.g. hallways,
stairwells) quiet and remain with the group
at all times.

MSAN Student
Conference Delegates
Are...

MSAN Student Conference delegates are
LEADERS

+  Express and discuss your ideas, views and
opinions.

«  Think about how you will use the information

you learn when you get home.
«  Create a plan of action to implement in your
school district.

MSAN Student Conference delegates are
DEPENDABLE

+ Attend all events and activities.

+  Beontime.

«  Complete tasks and assignments.
+  Stay with chaperones.

MSAN Student Conference delegates are
REPRESENTATIVES OF THEIR SCHOOLS,
FAMILIES, AND COMMUNITIES

*  Represent with pridel!
+  Wear MSAN name tag at all times.
«  Observe rules and curfews.

MSAN Student Conference delegates are
COMMUNITY BUILDERS

«  Cooperate with others.

+  Give, accept, and use feedback effectively.

«  Ask questions, network, and share
information with peers, adults, and
presenters.

+  Stayinvolved and engaged.

MSAN Student Conference delegates are
FULL PARTICIPANTS

+ Be positive - it's contagious!

+  BeFlexible.

+  Ask Questions. Listen. Reflect.



2026 MSAN Student Conference Details

Wednesday, November 4, 2026

3:30-5:30 p.m.
5:30-7:00 p.m.
7:00-8:00 p.m.
8:00-9:00 p.m.
8:00-9:00 p.m.

9:00-10:00 p.m.
10:00-10:30 p.m.

10:30 p.m.

Registration

Welcome, Dinner, Land Acknowledgement
Keynote Speaker

District/Team Group Activities

Chaperone Orientation

Roll Call of MSAN Districts

Late Night Snacks

Return to hotel rooms (lights out at 11:00 p.m.)

Thursday, November 5, 2026

7:30-8:30 a.m.
8:30-9:00 a.m.
9:00-9:10 a.m.
9:10-9:30 a.m.
9:30-9:40 a.m.
9:40-11:00 a.m.
11:00-11:20 a.m.
11:20-11:30 a.m.

11:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

12:00-12:45 p.m
1:00-1:50 p.m.
1:50-3:00 p.m.
3:00-3:45 p.m.
3:45-5:30 p.m.
5:30-6:30 p.m.
6:30-8:00 p.m.
8:00-10:00 p.m.

10:00-10:30 p.m.

10:30 p.m.

Breakfast

Bus to Cleveland State University

Check-in

Cleveland State Welcome & Presentation
Dismiss into specific tours

Cleveland State University Tours

Shop in Viking Outfitters

Walk to Fenn Tower Ballroom

Lunch & Mini Campus Fair

Bus to Rock & Roll Hall of Fame

Watch The History of Hip Hop Documentary
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame

Bus to Marriott Hotel

Break and Refresh

Dinner

MSAN Alumni Panel

MSAN'’s Got Talent

Late Night Snacks

Return to hotel rooms (lights out at 11:00 p.m.)

Atrium
Ballroom IV, V, VI

Ballroom IV, V, VI
Ballroom | &I

Ballroom IV, V, VI
Ballroom IV, V, VI

Ballroom IV, V, VI

Berkman Auditorium
Berkman Auditorium

Fenn Tower Ballroom

Ballroom IV, V, VI
Ballroom IV, V, VI
Ballroom IV, V, VI
Ballroom IV, V, VI



MSAN Student Panel
Thursday, 6:30-8:00 p.m., Ballroom IV, V, VI

Kendell Berry-Davie is a 2021 graduate of Shaker Heights High School. He attended the
fall 2019 MSAN Conference in Madison, Wisconsin. He is a proud graduate of Cleveland
State University, where he earned a Bachelor of Arts in Africana Studies. He currently lives in
the Cleveland area, where he works full-time while also building VIXIV, an emerging film and
entertainment company that he founded in 2023.

Dash Chesney is a 2018 graduate of Cleveland Heights High School. He attended the 2016
conference in Chapel Hill, NC, and assisted in hosting the 2017 conference in Cleveland
Heights, OH. He obtained his Bachelor of Science in biology from North Carolina A&T State
University and did an extra year at Kent State University to obtain additional certifications for
personal training, where he joined Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. He is currently a personal
trainer, training out of Life Time Beachwood and living in Cleveland, OH.

Taylor Jones is a 2016 graduate of Cleveland Heights High School, where she was an active
participant in MSAN and attended the student conference in 2015. Taylor is currently a
Program Manager at Accelerator for America, a non-profit do-tank dedicated to advancing
economic mobility in underserved communities. In this role, she works with cities across the
country to address barriers to housing development and expand housing opportunities.
Previously, she served as a Senior Advisor in the Office of the Mayor of Cleveland, Justin M.
Bibb, where she led several projects that increased organizational efficiency and advanced
development across the city, especially in disinvested neighborhoods. Taylor holds a B.A. in
History from Howard University, a Master of Public Policy from the Harvard Kennedy School,
and is a proud member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. While she loves to travel and has
spent much time away, Taylor still calls Cleveland home.

Christine Roberts graduated from Cleveland Heights High School in 2018. She was an
active member of MSAN throughout high school and attended the 2015 MSAN conference
in Madison, Wisconsin, and assisted in hosting the 2017 MSAN student conference here in
Cleveland. Christine currently lives in Cleveland, OH, and is a Clinical Psychology Doctoral
Student at Case Western Reserve University. In her free time, Christine enjoys spending time
with her two Goldendoodles.

Evan Ward graduated from Shaker Heights High School in 2021. He attended the 2019
conference in Madison, Wisconsin. He currently lives in Shaker Heights, OH, and is in school
for Mechanical Engineering at Cleveland State University. In his spare time, he likes to
skateboard, take long bike rides, and build Legos.




Friday, November 6, 2026

7:30-8:30 a.m. Breakfast Ballroom IV, V, VI

8:30-9:00 a.m. Overview of the Day Ballroom IV, V, VI
9:00-10:30 a.m. Keynote: Sandra Roach Ballroom IV, V, VI

10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Student Action Planning See breakout rooms-page 5
12:00-1:00 p.m. Lunch & YPAR Overview Ballroom IV, V, VI

1:00-4:00 p.m. Student Action Planning See breakout rooms-page 5
4:00-6:00 p.m. Action Plan Presentations and Gallery Walk Ballroom IV, V, VI

6:00-7:00 p.m. Dinner Ballroom IV, V, VI

7:00-7:30 p.m. Break and Refresh

7:30-10:00 p.m. Dance Ballroom IV, V, VI
7:30-10:00 p.m. Choice Room

9:30-10:00 p.m. Late Night Sundae Bar Ballroom IV, V, VI

10:30 p.m. Return to hotel rooms (lights out at 11:00 p.m.)

Keynote: Sandra Roach
9:00-10:30 a.m. Ballroom IV, V, VI

Sandra Roach is a multidisciplinary leader with over two decades of experience
spanning engineering, education, entrepreneurship, coaching, and Al workforce
development. She is an associate in research in electrical and computer engineering
at Duke University, team lead for Athena Al Institute Education and Workforce
Development, and director of programs for the LIFT Lab.

Sandra excels at translating Al research into practical educational applications. She

has developed robotics workshops for young learners, spearheaded Al programming
for high school students, and led summer research experiences for undergraduates
(REU). LIFT Lab programs have engaged more than 2,000 students, connecting cutting-edge Al research with
accessible, hands-on community outreach across multiple states.

Sandrais also the director and founder of the Tutoring Tree, which provides supplemental tutoring services and
specializes in developing and implementing STEM-based learning activities. She holds a Bachelor’s of Science
in electrical engineering, with minors in mathematics and physics, from the Florida Agricultural and Mechanical
University-Florida State University College of Engineering. She has authored books highlighting career options,
STEM navigation, and relationship building. As a life coach, she enables individuals to set goals, create action
plans, and celebrate successes.

By engaging communities, Sandra fosters environments where everyone has a voice in shaping the future of
technology.

Saturday, November 16, 2025

8:00-9:30 a.m. Breakfast, Evaluations, and Closing Reflections
9:30 a.m. Farewells and Departure

10
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s ‘Y. MSAN
.
Multicultural Student Achievement Network
The Multicultural Student Achievement Network (MSAN) is a
national, multi-state coalition of small to mid-sized school districts that
learn, grow, and work together to realize the vision that all students
experience an inclusive and excellent education.

Part of the Wisconsin Center for Education Research (WCER) at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, MSAN has worked to build the capacity
of school leaders and students through its communities of practice, focus
on elevating youth voices, and engagement in development, leadership,
and research activities, all aimed at eliminating disparities, creating schools
where every student belongs, and ensuring all students have what they
need to thrive and succeed since 1999.

MSAN'’s mission is to build the capacity of students and educators to
improve the educational experiences and outcomes of students of color by
learning and leading together.

MSAN's core values are rooted in the beliefs that:

+ Students’ voices must be centered

+ Together, we have the power to change disparate outcomes

+ Research and collaboration drive innovation

« Intersectionality has a powerful impact on students of color

+ We have a responsibility to dismantle oppressive systems to advance
inclusion and excellence for all students

Special Thanks To

The MSAN Planning Committee

Will Warren Student Program Coordinator

Vikki Long Athletic Administrative Assistant

Hubert Mclntyre Minority Achievement Committee (MAC)
Scholars Advisor

Gifted Intervention Specialist

Senior, Shaker Heights High School
Senior, Shaker Heights High School
Senior, Shaker Heights High School
Sophomore, Shaker Heights High School

Marlene Barbee
Cydney Burrell
Addison Captain
Penda Gassama
Keondre Newman

Wisconsin Center for Education Research

Latoya Holiday MSAN Executive Director

Connie Showalter MSAN Project Manager

César Hinojosa Conference Program & Name tags
Christine Olson Website Development

MSAN Districts

Alexandria City Public Schools
Alexandria, VA

Ambherst - Pelham Regional Schools
Ambherst, MA

Ann Arbor Public Schools,
Ann Arbor, Ml

Arlington Public Schools, Arlington, VA

Canton City School District, Canton, OH

Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools
Chapel Hill, NC

Cleveland Heights-University Heights
City School District,
University Heights, OH

East Lansing Public Schools
East Lansing, Ml

Evanston Township High School District
202, Evanston, IL

Farmington Public Schools
Farmington, Ml

Harrisonburg City Public Schools
Harrisonburg, VA

Madison Metropolitan School District,
Madison, WI

Middleton-Cross Plains Area School
District, Middleton, WI

Niles Township High School District 219,
Skokie, IL

Oak Park and River Forest High School
District 200, Oak Park, IL

Oregon School District, Oregon, WI
Princeton Public Schools, Princeton, NJ

Shaker Heights City School District
Shaker Heights, OH

Sun Prairie Area School District
Sun Prairie, WI

Waunakee Community School District
Waunakee, WI

To learn more about MSAN please
visit us online at:

msan.wcer.wisc.edu






